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Genuine Religion
James 1:26-27

Introduction: 
Definition of Religion: θρησκὸϛ – outward practice. [Some say that Christianity is not a religion] The service and adoration of God or gods as expressed in forms of worship. So, Christianity is a religion in the broadest of terms.

1. There is a contrast between two types of religion: Outward and Inward.
2. There is also a correspondence between: Hearers and Doers.
3. Those who say they have faith and those who have faith and works.
The subject has not changed, only the examples.
The Jew would know what God said about hearing and doing: (See Isaiah 1:10-15)
The Outward Forms if Religion:
· Offerings, Gifts
· New moon festivals

· Sabbath days – Saturdays, and Sabbath Year
Were all commanded by God. So, what was wrong? - They were emphasizing the outward, and ignoring the inward.

They needed to fulfill the real heart of the Law - Moral Commands: Love, Faithfulness, Purity, and Justice. So God says to them:
Isaiah 1:16-18

“Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of your doings from before my eyes, cease to do evil, learn to do good; Seek justice, rebuke the oppressor; defend the fatherless, plead for the widow. “Come now, and let us reason together,” says the LORD, “though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”
Micah 6:8

“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?”

The First Item on James’ Agenda is:
I.   Self Control – 1:26
“If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.”
If a man lacks self control:

A. His Thinking is Wrong - he thinks that he is religious -
“think” – “δοκει̑” - “seems” [KJV] “considers” [NIV] -- He “thinks” to himself, and again wrongly so, he is deceived.

“religious” – external ceremony - church attendance and observances, public prayers, singing, or fasting.
But, as we will see, his thinking is wrong because:

B. His Talking is Wrong
He can’t control his tongue.

He can’t [χαλιναγωγω̑ν] “bridle” - “control” [LB], “keep a tight rein” [NIV] “” his tongue, his language.

Bridle has to do with controlling horses. A horse that can’t be controlled it is of no use to its owner. (See Chapters 3:2-3f)
C. His Take is Wrong

He deceives himself! It is one thing if you can’t believe what someone else says, but it is quite another when you can’t trust yourself.

Conclusion: His Religion is Wrong - “this man’s religion is worthless” He didn’t say, it is somewhat good or it is mediocre. It is not worth anything!!!
A doer of the Word will control his own words and when he says, only then will the doer’s words and work become useful, beneficial or profitable, and blessed.
II. Sacrificial Service – 1:27

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction.

A. The Model is God, the Father
“παρά̃” - before or alongside of” -- Put yourself alongside of the Father. How does He treat the helpless?

Romans 5:8

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 8:32

“He that spared not His own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
B. The Object is the Helpless
“orphans and  “widows” – “parentless and spouseless” -  Maybe they were left alone by the martyrdom of their father and husband - “You have condemned, you have murdered the just; he does not resist you.” (5:6)
It could refer to anyone who has a real physical or spiritual need which you can fill.

C. The Method is to Provide for Them
“ἐπισκέπτεσθαι” – “visit” meaning “to care for” – for the purpose of alleviating their “trouble”, “affliction”, or “tribulation”.
Paul says,

“through love serve one another. For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this:”You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  (Galatians 5:13b - 14)
When Jesus raised the son of the widow of Nain, the people said that God had visited His people. (Luke 2:16)
We are a family -- And families take care of one another.
We are not responsible… 
1.  To take care of the entire Twin Lakes population, or the state, country, or the world for that matter.

2.  To take care of everyone in the church - Paul gives a word to the effect that, if any is not willing to work, neither shall he eat.
Yet, we still have a distinct responsibility and privilege to care for the helpless.
III. Sanctified Living – 1:27b

“…and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
The word “world” is κόσμου̥  κόσμος – “cosmetics” - brings order out of chaos. Or any world order that leaves God out - The world’s arrangement, ornament, and adornment.
Sanctification means to be separated to something (or someone) i.e.: God and from something, i.e.: The World.
We are sanctified positionally at our salvation. We are separated to God and from the world – positionally. We really had nothing to say about that.

But there is another sanctification about which we do have something to say – progressive sanctification. We do that not in our own strength but in the power which God gives.
It Involves:

A. Morals – keep from being contaminated from the filth of the world.
The OT lamb had to be without blemish. Jesus was a Lamb without blemish. We must be without blemish also. Sometimes it is just an act that we must overcome. Other times it may be a series of acts which must be overcome, confessed and move away from.
The Procedure is:

1. Stay away from the sin. Stand in the evil day. And Stay in the Word.

Remember: This Word will keep you from sin, but sin will keep you from the Word.
2.  When we fail to take the way of escape, confess sin - I John 1:9

3.  Stay away from the place or person of temptation, lest you be tempted again.

B. Money
             Jesus said, “You can’t serve God and money”
Paul said, “For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:10)
These people were grabbing and hoarding money, even to the extent of putting their fellow Christians into jail and taking their houses. That may be why some were widows and fatherless.
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